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Sanctuary to Get Long-Range Landscape Plan, Community Decides
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In the spirit of the season, Sanctuary residents agreed to a $50,000 increase in their homeowners’ association budget for 2008 at the Dec. 13 annual meeting and departed into the wintry air joyful and triumphant that dues won’t increase from the $150 a month they now are assessed.

The board two weeks earlier prepared and approved the $145,416 budget, and homeowners at the annual meeting ratified it.   Not that there weren’t questions.  The board brought to the meeting the association’s attorney, Marty Long, and auditor, Matt Potts, to deal with the expected questions over “excess” or “surplus” funds in reserve accounts.  

With a bunch of pluses and minuses including a decrease in the amount of transfers to reserves next year the 2008 budget winds up being $50,016 higher than in 2007.  The board will cover that by moving money from the reserves into the operating budget.  Among new items:

· $20,000 to a contingency fund for emergencies such as a major snowstorm. 

· $15,000 to fix a faulty sprinkler-system line at each home.

· $5,000 to hire a landscape architect.

· $5,000 more for routine snow removal.

· $4,160 more for grounds maintenance.

· $1,800 to kill voles (mouse-size rodents).

Remember the hubbub about the $90,000 surplus in reserves and the appearance the board had not been alert to a state law change about uses for reserves?  One resident asked the board about that.  Long, the association’s attorney answered bluntly:  

“There is no surplus as long as you provide for common expenses,” Long said. “I don’t know what you’re talking about.”

Malcolm Jones, HOA president, used more diplomatic language to discuss this issue.  “In the board’s opinion,” he said, “we really don’t have what we’d call surplus funds to distribute.”  The money, he said, can be applied to operating expenses.  The membership unanimously agreed in a voice vote.

Landscape Master Plan

The board will retain a professional landscape designer to provide a long-range master plan for the community’s common areas and boundary fences along Caley Avenue and Jordan Road. 

A committee of Harvey Starr, Carol Race and Joe Dirks informally walked the perimeter with one candidate, Kirby Smith & Associates, with whom Joe and Lita Dirks are acquainted.  The board will try to interest other candidates, Malcolm said.  A part of the study will be to determine if and when a fence along Jordan will be replaced and with what materials.   The study also will look at the common-area sprinklers, both as to their condition and what needs irrigation.  And, finally, the study will recommend trees and shrubs to plant in common areas.  Harvey said that if the community approves the work it would be done in phases “over the next few years.”  The designer will not be directed as to what fencing materials to recommend, Malcolm said after the meeting, in response to Harvey’s assertion in 

(Continued on Page 2)







Sanctuary board members and officials are (from left) Norm Klein, Malcolm Jones, Harvey Starr, Ron Hutchison of Caron Realty, and Marty Long, the association’s attorney.








