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Cornerstar Retail, Restaurants to Open

in Fall 2008
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A Sunflower Market, Target superstore, Best Buy, Home Goods, Office Depot, DWS, Dick’s Sporting Goods and other retail stores are to open in the Cornerstar development this fall, its developer’s spokeswoman assures us. 

Kerry Anderson, director of marketing and public affairs for Alberta Development Partners, Cornerstar’s developer, gave us a list of businesses and added, “I anticipate that the majority of the retailers and restaurants will open well before the holiday season.”

That’s tons of dirt to move – again -- as the southwest corner of Arapahoe and Parker will resemble a beehive of activity.  It’ll have 685,000 square feet of retail space and 400 rental apartments on 158 acres and cost $150 million to develop.  It’s 70 percent leased, we’re told.

We can watch the earthmovers installing the streets and underground utilities even as the 24 Hour Fitness Center inches toward completion.  That also means Arapahoe Road will be widened and traffic lights added at intersections for South Chambers Way, which runs diagonally between the soccer fields entrance near the now-gone Cherry Creek Tree Farm to the hilltop entrance on Parker Road.  

Sunflower Market’s web site says it offers “a refreshing take on the natural and organics market: all of the quality, without the high price tag.”  Home Goods says 

its stores are  “packed with an ever-changing array of 

one-of-a-kind, and unexpectedly wonderful finds from all over the world.”  We shall see soon enough.  Alberta 

Development also built Southlands and is working on the Southglenn Mall redevelopment.  

As if that were not enough, we’re also about to see the beginning of the Shoppes at Arapahoe Commons on the northeast corner of Arapahoe and Jordan.   And then there’s the first work on redevelopment of the Parker-Arapahoe intersection that begins this year.

Pre-construction site development is to begin at once on the Shoppes at Jordan and Arapahoe.   It’ll have a right-turn in/out entrance on Arapahoe and an entrance on Jordan Road.   Jordan will be widened on the east, and we can expect only minor traffic interruptions, we’re told.  Stan and Linda Massey and Carol Race are among the folks keeping an eye on our interests.   

The Shoppes is to contain seven building “pads” or lots.  Of those only the center two, owned by Mordini (Continued on Page 2)
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Work to Begin Soon on Shoppes at Arapahoe Commons 

(Continued from Page 1)

Watters, will be built initially.  Tenant owners will build upon the remaining pads as they’re sold.  There remains a strong possibility one of those businesses will be a bank on the west end, although American National Bank, originally set to go in Lot 1, isn’t sure it wants the site, Stan says.  Aurora’s planning and zoning commission approved the bank’s plans.  That decision was appealed to the full City Council.  The appeal was to be heard Feb. 25. 

Most controversial is the possibility of automotive service businesses on Pads 6 and 7 on the east end.  Stan says there’s been discussion Valero (Diamond Shamrock) would build a gas station there, which has been unanimously opposed by adjoining HOAs.   Automotive services, according to Aurora’s regulations, are a “conditional” use, meaning the plan must go through public hearings. The first steps in rebuilding the Parker-Arapahoe intersection begin this year with widening Parker on the west side and building a sound wall.  Next year will see the completion of the Arapahoe turn from the Walgreen’s corner southwesterly to Parker Road for northbound Parker traffic.  That road now stubs at the drugstore.  

More interestingly, Stan says, the Denver Regional Council of Governments (DRCOG) will look at the Parker interchange funding later this month and if approved will provide the full $65 million in funding.  This project with an overpass for Parker over Arapahoe Road would be completed in 2012 at the latest, Stan says. 

Night Lights Make 

Community Safer

A safe community is a well-lighted community.

Law enforcement officials recommend homeowners leave their porch lights on all night long.  This makes the area less desirable to vandals and other criminals.  Since our streets do not have sidewalks it makes it dangerous to walk at night.  Lighted porches and driveways help illuminate the streets.

The Grounds Committee is researching the cost of more streetlights.  Until this is decided we should try to light up our community to make it safer for all residents. 

 By Grounds Committee
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This ‘n That

Bunco has been suspended for the spring of 2008 due to the increasing difficulty of getting 12 women to play, reports Joan Liebchen, social committee chairperson.  Bunco is designed for three tables of four players each, and although the group has made accommodations for fewer women in the past, it just isn't quite as much fun, she says.  Think of that as kind of a “maybe” cancellation.  Joan adds that if 12 women really, really want to play on March 13 Anne Nelson would be happy to host the event.  Sorry, guys you’re not invited but keep reading.

The Social Committee has been asked to consider a Guy’s Night Out event, Joan says.  She’s stumped about what would work.  One wiseacre suggested doing what women think guys do anyway – turn on the TV, drink beer and fall asleep.  She’s open to better ideas than that, and says whoever has an idea can contact Malcolm Jones or her.  

Also Joan asks you to hold April 12 on your calendar for the "Around the World" progressive dinner.  Details will be forthcoming right after Easter.  But don’t sit around grumbling if you can’t join the fun because Joan says space will be limited, and reservations will be taken on a "first-paid, first-served” basis.

The Off Jordan Book Club would welcome new readers.  Upcoming books are: March 10,  “The Memory Keeper's Daughter” by Kim Edwards; April 14, “Fall on Your Knees” by Ann-Marie MacDonald, and May 12, “Loving Frank” by Nancy Horan.  

Centennial Medical Plaza is offering a Heart Score Assessment in February, which is Heart Month.  Valentine’s Day and all.  Get it?  Dr. Bill Dunfee, a radiologist there, says the clinic can do this in about 10 minutes and it’s non-invasive.  It’s not free.

Our city of Centennial, Arapahoe County and the sheriff have signed an intergovernmental agreement for the Arapahoe County Sheriff’s Office to continue to provide law enforcement through 2018.  

Rhonda Livingston of our next-door neighbors in Algonquin Acres tells us she’s learned about two new proposed plans in our vicinity.  One is a retail center 

on the northwest corner of Parker and Arapahoe called Centennial Center, which of course we sorely need, and the second is for a private indoor gun club near Potomac and Briarwood.  

Did you notice Comcast is raising rates an average of 4% on March 1, on top of 7% last year?  Yep.  On Valentine’s Day Comcast announced its fourth-quarter profits rose 54%.  Heartless folks.

Malcolm Jones Re-Elected Sanctuary HOA President

No hanging chads or surprises here:  Malcolm Jones has been re-elected president, Harvey Starr, vice president, and Dale Jensen, treasurer, of the Sanctuary on the Park Homeowners Association.

The board took that vote at the business meeting in mid-January.  Other matters included:

· Forming a governing-document review committee, which will have as members Alan Kortz, Marilyn Jones and John Palley.  Their goal is to bring documents up to date and make recommendations to the board.  Any changes will require a two-thirds vote of the membership.

· Discussing the Green Plan’s snow-removal instructions, which at that point had cost the HOA $6,000.  Green Plan also has been instructed to discontinue using salt on drives and walks.

· Asking the Grounds Committee to look again at streetlights on Carson and to prepare permission forms for each homeowner on shrub and tree trimming.

· Setting up a process to update the community’s replacement-reserve funding to represent current costs.  Of particular concern was updating the asphalt replacement figures.
· Discussing the HOA’s auditor.  A request for proposals was sent to four certified public accountants and responses are being accepted.
The next board meeting will be April 22.
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Brown Better Than White but Green Best of All

Brown is a beautiful.  At least better than white.

The Grounds Committee has been busy taking care of winter activities such as snow removal and reviewing proposals for a landscape architect.  We are making every effort to reduce our snow removal costs and still keep our residents safe from icy sidewalks and driveways.

Some common-area trees are being wrapped to protect them from the deer and southern exposure to sun scald over the winter.  The Green Plan is making good progress removing the poly pipe sections of the main line between the irrigation backflow and valve bank and replacing it with PVC pipe on all our homes.  

It won’t be long before brown is replaced with green and shovels will be replaced by mowers.  Spring can’t come soon enough.

By Carol Race and Stan Massey

Grocery Shopping for Dummies

Most of you married folks promised to love and to cherish before sealing the deal with a kiss.  That wasn’t good enough for Judy and me.  We vowed also that I would grocery shop and she would mow the lawn and scoop the snow.  We’re practical folks.


It sounded pretty good at the time, since she hates grocery shopping and I hate yard work.  That is, until we moved into the entirely maintenance-free Sanctuary on the Park.  I still uphold my end but we’ve been forced to renegotiate the contract terms on Judy’s end.  But I digress.  

A year ago, Carol Race and I concluded, like the guy in “Network,” we were mad as hell and we’re not gonna take it anymore with what we’d experienced lately at our local supermarket up the hill.  

We unleashed truly rabies-frothing rants, and signed our names.  We threatened to take our business elsewhere.  That’ll show ‘em.  I worked up a full-blown snit about everything that had gone wrong in the past several months.  Really important stuff, too.  Like when I need two shallots, why do I need to buy a bag of six?  When the recipe demands one medium onion why do I find only onions the size of grapefruit?  Or when it’s Easter and I don’t want eggs to dye, just to eat, why are they out of eggs?   Why do I want raspberries by the 6-oz. box for $3.99 when one in four is mush or moldy?  Why do their whole watermelons have bruises as if Melo had used their melons for free-throw practice?  

In short, why does grocery shopping need to be a cheerless experience wrought with disappointment?

Well!  The manager called each of us.  No excuses, and we try, he said.  Well, yes, and so do a lot of businesses.  Maybe not as hard as we’d like.  So far, they’ve not outsourced the checkout to some offshore outfit.

Now, of course, I skulk into the store, as clerks knowingly nod their heads toward each other and whisper, “There’s that guy again whose picture is in the break room,” or something like that.

Carol and I are not taking credit for the musical chairs in which every product a visually impaired person could have found has been moved elsewhere.  That’s their doing.  But we’ll take credit for the onions.  Now that’s something to cry about.

By Jim Banman (once-in-awhile columnist)
Artist’s Rendering of Alberta Development Partners’ Cornerstar development.
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Cornerstar’s blueprint shows locations of retail (white squares).  South Chambers Way will angle from the upper left corner to the lower right corner.  Traffic lights will be added at corners on Arapahoe and Parker Roads.  Apartments will be in lower right corner.
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Sanctuary Board & Committee Members 2008





President – Malcolm Jones			303-766-5191


Vice President – Harvey Starr			720-514-9383


Treasurer	 - Dale Jensen			303-627-2632


Design Review Committee - Anne Nelson	303-690-6177


Grounds Committee – Carol Race		303-400-3451


Social Committee – Joan Liebchen		303-400-3389


Newsletter Committee – Jim Banman		303-690-1073


Caron Realty, Community Mgmt. – Ron	720-283-3300





Please call Diane at Caron Realty with any additions, changes to the Directory information or e-mail address.





Sanctuary Website





Don’t forget our website for information and pictures.  All personal information requires a password to access.  Send your contributions to Sam Searcy at � HYPERLINK "mailto:dcmi@ix.netcom.com" ��dcmi@ix.netcom.com�.  The website address is: www.dcmi.com/onthepark/santuary.htm
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