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Damians Upgrade Home to Greenest in Sanctuary

You bought electricity last month from Theresa and Greg Damian, who live at 6250 S. Carson St., and they’re sending a powerful message about their commitment to saving the Earth’s finite resources.

Their meter ran in reverse as these energy-wise neighbors of ours sold more electricity than they used.  Their two solar systems went to work Feb. 29, and the results are better than they expected, Greg said.

“I expect that for our April Xcel bill, we will actually be around minus 140 kilowatt hours.” Greg said.  “Our average April consumption had been around 700 kWhr. This means that the system will have produced 140 kWhr more than we consumed.”  This system on their park-facing roof is a 30-panel photovoltaic array connected to the power grid.  At first Greg thought the system would produce two-thirds of their power, but now he’s optimistically hoping it will rise to 80%.

Their solar heater on the south side of their home, a separate system, performs well also. “For our March bill we lowered our "therm" consumption (short for heat use) by about 20% even though the system had been installed for only three weeks,” Greg said.

They’re not through. “We have done a lot of research in terms of what else we can do,” Greg said.  “We have recently insulated our garage wall. This won't help a lot, but insulation is very inexpensive. We are also planning on insulating the garage door as well as the two crawl spaces in our house. We are using foil style insulation for the crawl space and will put the water pipes in between the house and the insulation.  By doing it this way, the heat from the house is available to keep the pipes warmer.”  

Their final large project for this year is to install all new windows. 

“We did an inspection of our windows and 19 of the 38 windows have seal failures,” Greg said. “While we considered replacing them with two-pane windows, we have decided to bite the bullet and upgrade to high performance Republic windows.”  The Republic windows are triple pane with three "low-e" coats with argon gas fill. There is a five-times difference in energy efficiency between these windows and double pane with no low-e coatings. They expect that this alone will reduce consumption of power by around 30%. 

Were that not enough, the Damians blew extra insulation into their attic to a depth of 12-16 inches to reach an R48 factor.  They drive a Honda Civic hybrid.  “I would buy either an electric vehicle or a pug-in hybrid if one were available,” Greg said.  “If I were able to purchase an electric vehicle, I would probably expand the PV array on my open east facing roof in order to meet the increased demand.”

How much did the solar systems cost?  That would be $41,601, but really $17,462 after Xcel rebates and tax credits. You don’t want to ask about the cost of 38 three-pane windows.

Greg added he would be happy to show anyone the system and their utility bills. 
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Board Approves Replacing Damaged Drainage Swales

Our community’s cracked or broken drainage swales, those concrete troughs along our streets, will be replaced this summer, the board concluded at its April meeting.

A number of the swales were replaced two years ago.  The board now is looking at two bids – one for $34,000 from the company that did the previous job, and $15,700 from another company.  The huge disparity in bids was puzzling, and Dale Jensen, board treasurer, will clarify the scope of the work to see what might explain the difference.

An ad hoc committee chaired by Allan Kortz has been making steady progress at one-hour-a-week meetings to review all our official documents.  Other members are Marilyn Jones and John Palley.  These include the community’s by-laws and regulations.  Allan said they hope to wrap up their work by the annual meeting in December.

The board concluded it is “opposed” to spending $7,442 to erect one more streetlight along the east side of Carson St.  That was the quote from Xcel Energy for installing the light, which would have required running power from the west side.  At the same time, the board urged residents in that area to leave on their porch lights through the night.

A number of cracks are showing up in the two-year-old street asphalt work that cost the community $17,000 two years ago.  The board looked at a bid of $3,968 to make repairs but decided to extend the work to more recently discovered problem areas.

Those broken or missing split-rail fence boards along Caley and around the perimeter bordering the park will be repaired at a cost not exceeding $1,000, the board decided.

In other matters, the board:

· Commissioned Dale to write a letter to Harvard Communities, the company that developed Sanctuary on the Park, to discuss Harvard’s responsibility if any for the cost of the sprinkler-system repairs.  

· Concluded it would update the homeowners association’s reserve requirements every five years unless succeeding boards request a study more frequently.  As for the $20,000 set aside in a contingency fund, the board decided it did not need to segregate these funds into a separate account.

· Engaged Jim Moore as the HOA’s auditor.  Dale once worked with Moore and affirmed Moore will be an experienced successor to Matt Potts.

Too Late Now to Complain

About Airport-Noise Plan

If you object to proposed flight-pattern changes at Centennial Airport with the potential to increase noise over Sanctuary on the Park, you’re too late to whine to the government. 

The proposal, among other things, would permit the airport to flight test a 350- to 010-degree (compass points where 360 degrees is dead north) fan-shaped departure track for takeoffs as planes thunder into the wild blue yonder.  That could carry the planes closer to Sanctuary on the Park.

Malcolm Jones, president of the homeowners association, has been monitoring this proposal and wrote a letter in our behalf to the Federal Aviation Administration objecting to the changes.  (Malcolm’s letter was among your e-mails.)

The City of Centennial and Aurora also have objected to many of the changes.  There seems to be consensus the proposed changes were instigated by Greenwood Village and some residents there.  That city’s council has urged its residents to support the changes.

Bunco Night Laid to Rest

Bunco died of a debilitating illness called lack of interest, Joan Liebchen, Social Committee chairperson, reported to the Sanctuary board.  The Progressive Dinner the committee was planning this spring also was postponed.  The committee will formulate plans for the dinner in the future since there has been much interest in one after the successful dinner last fall.

There was a lot of trash talk at the board meeting about the annual spring cleanup.  Rather than a full grounds cleanup event this spring, the committee proposed a spring picnic instead.  Stay tuned for the date, Joan says.  While a dearth of dirt has befallen this event, there still was interest in an informal cleanup on the day of the picnic.  As our mothers would have said, “We’ll see.” 
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Kirby Smith Retained

To Develop Landscape

Master Plan
Kirby Smith & Associates Inc. has been engaged to draft a landscape master plan for Sanctuary on the Park’s perimeter areas and to figure out what changes need to be made in the common-area sprinkler system.  The sum for the two projects is $6,400.

Even before the board’s approval of the contract at its April meeting, Smith began preliminary work.  

Smith said his focus will be on the perimeter-street frontages along Jordan Road and Caley Avenue, the entrance areas and entrance signs.  He also will evaluate common areas around Lake Sanctuary and the irrigation system to determine which stations to maintain and which to turn off or redirect.  He said he would have no design responsibilities for the northeast and northwest natural areas adjoining the park. 

He said there exist in Sanctuary a lot of good design 

“building blocks” to work from, but his impression is some of the plants have died away, were haphazardly located or have become overgrown.  His action plan:

· Complete an overall inventory of what’s in the spaces.

· Evaluate the irrigation system and needs.

· Provide design alternatives conceptually.

· Provide a palate of specific plant ideas.

· Consider an entry monument at Maplewood like the two at Blackhawk and Jordan/Caley.

· Take the plans and estimated costs of alternatives to the Sanctuary board for review and comment.

· Revamp the plan based on community decisions.

· Work with the City of Centennial on implementation.

As for fences, Smith said he has been given some information from the work of the now-defunct fence committee, but has no “definitive direction” to look at alternatives.  He said he would look at various replacement options such as masonry and stucco, to name just two.  Harvey Starr is spearheading the project from the Sanctuary end.  He said at the board meeting that once the board receives the master plan, the community as a whole would be invited to consider priorities.

the board receives the master plan, the community as a whole would be invited to consider priorities.
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This ‘n’ That

Now that we’ve got a plan for Arapahoe Road, there’s a move afoot to improve Parker Road.  The Parker Road Corridor Study will hold its second public meeting May 22 at Shalom Park Retirement Community, 14800 E. 

This ‘n’ That

Stan Massey, who’s been keeping us up to date on road issues, reports the Arapahoe Road/Parker Road interchange is now fully funded, and so the construction should be finished in the 2011/2012 timeframe.  That’s the greatest news for all of us attempting to drive east on Arapahoe over the next three or four years.

Now that we’ve got a plan for Arapahoe Road, there’s a move afoot to improve Parker Road.  The Parker Road Corridor Study will hold its second public meeting May 22 at Shalom Park Retirement Community, 14800 E. Belleview.
You may have missed this:  the Cherry Creek School District has authorized a vote Nov. 4 on a $203 million bond issuance for what it calls long-term costs.  
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Wife of Sam I Am  


[Editor’s Note:  We asked Joan Searcy, our retired editor of the Sanctuary Sentinel, to write an article introducing us to our two new neighbors moving into 8209 S. Carson and 6243 S. Blackhawk.  Joan couldn’t catch up with them in time for this edition; however, she passed along this charming rhyme with apologies to Dr. Seuss.]
It is with deep regret I must convey,
I might not get your interview today,

I might not get it even tomorrow,

Or even on Sunday, much to my sorrow.

I have not seen hide nor hair, 

of our new neighbors anywhere,

I haven't seen them in the street,

I have not had a chance to meet

them in the store or in the bank,

They do not live here is what I think.

I feel so bad to let you down, 

I never want to make you frown.

(I'm crying now, I need a tissue--)

Perhaps you'll let me write for your next issue.

If I see signs of activity

I'll rush over immediately.

I always want to be a reliable one,

But sadly -30- is left undone.

Watch Mail for Yard-Care Form 

The opportunity to request complete maintenance of your landscaping will be made available to us, thanks to the work of the Grounds Committee, headed by Carol Race.  

Caron Realty will mail a form to you soon, and it needs to be returned by May 15 to Carol Race, 14131 E. Maplewood Ave., or to Caron Realty if that is your desire.  Carol adds that the committee wishes to hear only from homeowners who want complete yard care.  If you do NOT wish to request complete yard care, you are asked not to return the form.  The form you will receive will say:

1. It has come to the attention of our Board that, according to the governing documents of our HOA, the HOA is required to provide complete yard care to those residents desiring it.

2. Therefore, effective this spring, The Green Plan, Inc., will be providing full yard maintenance to those of us wishing it.  This maintenance will include shrub trimming, etc., over and above the services we have received in the past (mowing, aeration, fertilizing and weed control).  If you elect to turn your yard maintenance over to The Green Plan, Inc., you are accepting their decisions as to what maintenance to perform, and when to perform it.  Please keep this in mind when you make your decision.

The form will then say:

I wish to have The Green Plan, Inc., or any subsequent grounds maintenance company authorized by the Board of the Sanctuary HOA, maintain my yard, to include all trimming and pruning of shrubs, etc., as they deem necessary.  This authorization shall remain in effect until I provide the Sanctuary HOA written notice of my desire to provide these services myself.
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Leave Your Porch Light on All Night 





One way to light our streets is to leave on our porch lights at night.  With today’s compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs) the cost to do so is a fifth to a quarter the cost of an equivalent incandescent lamp.  Plus they have a life span of 6,000 to 15,000 hours. 





This would make the area less desirable to vandals and other criminals.  Lighted porches and driveways help illuminate the streets.  So what are you waiting for?  








Sanctuary Board & Committee Members 2008





President – Malcolm Jones			303-766-5191


Vice President – Harvey Starr			720-514-9383


Treasurer	 - Dale Jensen			303-627-2632


Design Review Committee - Anne Nelson	303-690-6177


Grounds Committee – Carol Race		303-400-3451


Social Committee – Joan Liebchen		303-400-3389


Newsletter Committee – Jim Banman		303-690-1073


Caron Realty, Community Mgmt. – Ron	720-283-3300





Please call Diane at Caron Realty with any additions, changes to the Directory information or e-mail address.





Sanctuary Website





Don’t forget our website for information and pictures.  All personal information requires a password to access.  Send your contributions to Sam Searcy at � HYPERLINK "mailto:dcmi@ix.netcom.com" ��dcmi@ix.netcom.com�.  The website address is: www.dcmi.com/onthepark/santuary.htm











Page 3





Page 2





Whose Sanctuary on the Park home is the greenest?  That would be Theresa and Greg Damian’s whose solar panels can be seen here.








