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Sanctuary’s Whistle Stop on the Denver & New Orleans Railroad

If our community had existed a century or so ago, we’d be living astride the Denver & New Orleans Railroad and shouting, “Casey, blow your horn” as we turned onto Jordan.

Traces of the rail bed cross our property just east of Jordan and ramble northward parallel to old Jordan into Cherry Creek State Park.  Cuts, berms and blackened ashes are visible until they mysteriously end at the Family Shooting Center.

The D&NO passed Colorado Springs to the east with stops in Eastonville, Elbert, Elizabeth and Parker.  It followed what is now Jordan Road as it approached its next stop, Melvin.  This village now under Cherry Creek Reservoir was named for John G. Melvin who once lived at Twelve-Mile House.  With the coming of the railroad Melvin’s duties switched from stage coach-station operator to postmaster, bartender and railroad freight agent.  

The railroad was the brainchild of Colorado’s first governor, John Evans. The tracklayers reached Melvin in November 1881, heading south.  Bigger fish in the rail business, the Union Pacific and Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe, dominated rail service in those days and it didn’t take them long to make the D&NO obsolete.  They ran tracks straight south of Denver through Sedalia and Castle Rock into Colorado Springs. The D&NO became part of the Colorado & Southern and was known as the cow-path line as the 19th century ended. By this time Melvin had gown to 117 inhabitants.  Parker, the namesake of James Sample Parker, grew slowly to 253 people.

One thing after another foretold the railroad’s demise.  The Great Depression hurt.  A flood washed away the Castlewood Dam and much trackage in 1933. And another flood in May 1935 did more damage.  By then the trains chugged no farther than Elizabeth and soon it
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was over.  By October 1936 the rail-scrapping crews had 

passed Parker. The Kenwood Dam, built in 1935 and the 

predecessor of Cherry Creek Dam, was condemned in 1948 and Melvin folks moved away. 

The next time you hop the gate on your walk into the park, check out the roadbed just east of Jordan.   Those are the remnants of the D&NO Railroad.  

From “Denver & New Orleans:  In the Shadow of the Rockies” by James R. Jones copyright 1997 by Sundance Publications.  The amazing story of territorial governor John Evans’ dream of building a standard-gauge railroad from Denver to the Gulf of Mexico.  
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Rules-Enforcement-Policy Discussion Livens Board Meeting

What should a homeowners’ association do about homeowners who fail to abide strictly to requirements?   Where should its board draw the line?  That was the question our Sanctuary on the Park board and a group of homeowners wrestled with in a marathon meeting Oct. 13.

Two issues sparked this lively debate between a hard line versus a no-harm-no-foul approach.  One was a deck built at the rear of Ed Adams’ home at 6230 S. Carson St., the for-rent two-story home.  The second concerns homeowners on Blackhawk who’ve been watering and mowing grass in the common area behind their homes.

As for the deck, Anne Nelson, chair of the Design Review Committee, told the board the homeowner built the wood deck and wood rails without a building permit or prior approval of the review committee.  What should be the committee’s response, Anne asked the board.  Ask the homeowner to remove the deck?  Require a change in the railing from wood to metal to conform to other decks?  Approve it as a fait accompli?  Anne said her committee had required the deck-building homeowner to get a Centennial building permit after the fact, and then would consider what to do next.  She asked the board for its thoughts.  

As for the mowing and watering, the board at its July meeting concluded homeowners could continue to water the common-grounds areas, but not mow the grass.  That’s the job of The Green Plan to the extent of a firebreak.  This solution didn’t go over big with the homeowners, who say they are enhancing the appearance. The Grounds Committee, chaired by Carol Race, took up this issue at a recent meeting.  Their report, given by Muriel Leff, sort of straddled the fence “in deference to all sides” and a host of mitigating considerations.  

A vigorous debate ensued on both issues. Harvey Starr, a board member, and other homeowners urged “enforcing the rules.”  Other remedies:  fines and/or warning letters per our rules and regulations.  The board concluded its choices were to enforce rules absolutely, enforce rules selectively or change the rules.  Malcolm Jones, president of our homeowners association, ended the discussion stating the “board will wrestle with this further.”
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The summer-long swale-replacement program has ended, and it cost us homeowners $26,000, a lot less than the expected $33,000 originally set aside, Malcolm reported.

That’s because Everyman Builders did only “priority” work on swales abutting homes.  All told, 68% of the community’s swales have now been replaced.   It’s not 

quite safe to leave our driveways just yet.  Next up is a street-asphalt repair project before winter sets in.  Ron Hutchison of Caron Realty, our management company, was instructed to revisit bidders who’ve submitted proposals.

Just to make sure we’re smarter than fifth graders, we’re about to have “piles of stuff” added to our homeowner association documents about policies and procedures required by law to provide education for homeowners.  Thanks to Colorado Senate Bill 05-100, passed in 2005, these documents need to cover stuff like covenants, rights and duties of owners, association executive boards, conflicts of interest, meetings, voting and on and on.

It’ll be on the agenda of our annual meeting, Malcolm said.  Along with that an ad hoc committee chaired by Allan Kortz has devoted 15 meetings to a thorough review of our community’s bylaws and declarations. It has finished its work and will give the homeowners a 15-minute review of proposed bylaws changes at the annual meeting.  Then there will be a vote on the documents at a special homeowners’ meeting in 2009 to give residents more time to review the changes.  There will be no change to the declarations, which would have needed a two-thirds vote. The bylaws work will include compliance with another Colorado statute called the Colorado Common Interest Ownership Act, or CCIOA for short.  See?  A fifth grader knows all this.  No sleeping in class is permitted.

Harvey informed the board that Kirby Smith has completed the common-area landscape master plan and has been paid; however, neither the Grounds Committee nor Harvey has reviewed the master plan.   Harvey said the Grounds Committee recommended that the first step must be to rehabilitate the common-areas sprinkler system.   He said another Smith – Doug Smith – is to redesign the system, and then Harvey will request bids for the work, run that through the Grounds Committee and get a “ballpark” estimate of the cost in time for the annual homeowners’ meeting Dec. 18.  This project could cost around $15,000.

The budget approval board meeting will be Nov. 20.
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What’s Wrong With This Picture?

We’ve got trouble, trouble, trouble right here in Sanctuary City.  It starts with P, rhymes with T, and that stands for trouble!  And it ain’t pool as the folks in River City thought.

Prairie dog starts with P and that’s where the trouble is coming from.  The prairie-dog community, which once only covered the field in Cherry Creek Park west of Jordan Road has apparently experienced population growth and moved burrows eastward.

Ever inching closer to our homes, the prairie dogs now have one Ritz-Carlton-size hole across our fence and onto the native-grass field west of Ed and Bette Arnold’s home.

The board is investigating our options for relocating them.

[Ed. Note:  We recognize prairie-dog habitat is a controversial issue and encourage discussion of the subject.]

You Think Gas Prices Are High?

Rob Studer who lives on Blackhawk was appalled in July when his water bill was in the $150 range, an increase in summer from $75-$90 over four years.  His conclusion:  something’s wrong when Arapahoe County Water and Wastewater Authority raises rates 40% in two consecutive years and its salaries 8.8%.
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Interesting, this editor thought.  What had happened at our home on Maplewood?  The answer:  the same.  Our water/sewer bills have been up on average 73% a month over the past two years.    Rob suggests we need to watch the ACWWA’s newsletters for information about the water company’s annual meeting coming up soon, attend the meeting and speak up.   Our graph: 

This ‘N That

Thirty-one of our 53 homeowners have opted for the offer of the board of directors to have The Green Plan prune and trim bushes and shrubs (not trees).   The board invites others who did not previously opt for this service to call Diane Miller at Caron Realty (720-3300) soon to be added to the list.  Reason:  The board has budgeted $6,400 for this added service and needs to know how much extra if any will be needed next year.

Recent cases of vandalism and animal cruelty have popped up.  Ed Hawkes in early August noted someone took one of the shovels from the construction truck and destroyed his neighbor’s flower pot and flowers leaving the debris all over her front walk.  Anne and Bill Nelson around the same time found a garter snake shish kabobbed and left staked in their yard.  

Cup O’ Cheer Set Dec. 7;

No Need to Bring Anything 

Mark your calendars now for the annual Cup 0' Cheer from 5 to 8 p.m. Dec. 7.  Carol and Geoff Race will host this year's festivities at their home at 14131 E Maplewood Ave.  

The open house will feature a bountiful buffet, luscious libations and a seasonal surprise.  The new-for-2008 format requires that you bring nothing but yourselves and your happiest holiday spirit.  The Social Committee, caterer and hosts will provide the rest.  Flyers with additional details will be distributed Nov. 20.  RSVPs are required by Dec. 1 so that Deliteful Tastes’ executive chef, Barbara Sydow, can prepare adequate goodies.
 

Since the last newsletter, the Social Committee has hosted a pay-as-you-go Lu'au on the balmy evening of Sept. 6 at the Blackhawk Tiki Lounge.  Twenty-five partygoers enjoyed the island-style meal, including coconut shrimp, huli-huli chicken, kahlua pork, sweet potatoes, rice, and sesame slaw.  

The Social Committee will be requesting an increased budget for 2009 so that the group can continue to provide both the summer picnic and winter holiday party at no additional charge to Sanctuary residents.  The twice-a-year "freebies" are a great way to meet new neighbors, and for long-time homeowners to reinforce our community spirit.   --  By Joan Liebchen
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Sanctuary Board & Committee Members 2008





President – Malcolm Jones			303-766-5191


Vice President – Harvey Starr			720-514-9383


Treasurer	 - Dale Jensen			303-627-2632


Design Review Committee - Anne Nelson	303-690-6177


Grounds Committee – Carol Race		303-400-3451


Social Committee – Joan Liebchen		303-400-3389


Newsletter Editor – Jim Banman		303-690-1073


Caron Realty, Community Mgmt. – Ron	720-283-3300





Please call Diane Miller at Caron Realty with any additions, changes to the Directory information or e-mail address.





Sanctuary Website





Don’t forget our website for information and pictures.  All personal information requires a password to access.  Send your contributions to Sam Searcy at � HYPERLINK "mailto:dcmi@ix.netcom.com" ��dcmi@ix.netcom.com�.  The website address is: www.dcmi.com/onthepark/santuary.htm
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October 2008








Annual Homeowners Meeting


7 p.m. December 18


Location:  Cafeteria, Care Middle School


14076 E. Briarwood Ave.


(South of the Medical Center)
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The roadbed of the old Denver & New Orleans Railroad can still be seen as it meanders past Ed and Bette Arnolds’ home and toward Lita and Joe Dirks’ home.








Welcome to the Town of Melvin


(Scuba gear now REQUIRED) 





Melvin station grounds in 1895 (top picture) with the water tank, pump house and section house.   A general store stood off the picture to the right.  Twelve Mile House (top left) at the center of the Melvin community once had 13 guest rooms.  John Melvin in 1881 sold a strip of his land to the D&NO for $1.   It soon became a busy spot for railroad grading crews and at one time served meals daily to 80 men.   Melvin Post Office and saloon in the 1880s (top right), was a place where no respectable woman ever set foot.  This must have been the scene on a busy day.
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		Month		2008		2007		2006		2008 Pct.		2007 Pct.		Overall

		Jan		$   59.24		$   45.51		$   38.01		30.2%		20%		56%

		Feb		$   73.49		$   56.06		$   42.51		31.1%		32%		73%

		Mar		$   65.55		$   52.88		$   39.61		24.0%		34%		65%

		Apr		$   73.49		$   56.06		$   42.51		31.1%		32%		73%

		May		$   77.43		$   56.06		$   45.41		38.1%		23%		71%

		Jun		$   85.31		$   62.42		$   48.31		36.7%		29%		77%

		Jul		$   97.13		$   65.60		$   57.01		48.1%		15%		70%

		Aug		$   110.99		$   75.14		$   59.91		47.7%		25%		85%

		Sep		$   93.19		$   71.96		$   54.11		29.5%		33%		72%

		Oct		$   85.31		$   62.42		$   45.41		36.7%				88%

		Nov				$   68.28		$   45.41

		Dec				$   56.06		$   39.61
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